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WORSHIP
AT-A-GLANCE

Livestreaming Time Change:
Sunday worship services will be
livestreamed at 11:00 AM this
year unless otherwise noted.

Sunday, January 4—
Epiphany Sunday
t Isaiah 60:1-6;
Matthew 2:1-12
Sermon: "Fear Doesn't Stop
Us!"
Communion; Star Words;
Celebrating Our Completed
Capital Campaign &
Thanking the CC Team!

Sunday, January 11—
Baptism of the Lord
t1Isaiah 42:1-9;
Matthew 3:13-17
Sermon: "A Light to the
Nations"
Renewal of Baptism;
Ordination, Installation, &
Commissioning Sunday

1:30 PM Spring Arbor
Worship

Sunday, January 18
t1Isaiah 49:1-7;

John 1:29-42
Sermon: "Following Jesus"

Sunday, January 25
tIsaiah 9:1-4;

Matthew 4:12-23
Sermon: "Fishing for People
4 Cents A Meal

"

Wednesday, January 28
6:30 PM WOW Service

STAR WORDS ARE COMING IN JANUARY...
BUT WHAT ARE "STAR WORDS?"

The use of star words, also called "star gifts," is a prayer
practice connected to Epiphany and the new year. This
will be the eighth year we have distributed "star words"
at Opequon Church, prayerfully handed out as "God's
word to you and for you." These intentional words, we
pray, will guide you throughout the upcoming year. Typically, participants
are encouraged to trust the word they have drawn, and not to replace the
word. However, there is not a strong need to be the "star police" if an
individual wants to trade. We encourage you to place your star word
somewhere you will see it regularly throughout the year to allow consistent
reflection on how God has moved through, around, or in connection to that
word. We will hand out the star words on Sunday, January 4, at morning
worship services, and then star words will be available for all! For those
who can't be present on the 4th, we are seizing any opportunity to bring
God's word to you. We can mail you one upon request or you can pick up
a "star word" in the coming weeks.

RENEWAL OF BAPTISM SUNDAY IS JANUARY 11!

Each January, on Baptism of the Lord Sunday, we participate
as a congregation in a Renewal of Baptism service. The service
culminates in the congregation coming forward and touching
the waters within the baptismal bowl. On January 11, those
worshiping in person will have their own opportunity that
morning to consider the gift of water, the gift of baptism. For
those who are livestreaming worship, we invite you to have water available
to you at home as you participate in worship. A clear glass of water before
you would be helpful.

ORDINATION, INSTALLATION,
& COMMISSIONING OF NEW OFFICERS

Sunday, January 11, 2025 (11:00 AM)

Ruling Elders:
Robin Cooke, Douglas Joyner, Bill Thomasson, Jennie Wright

Deacons:
Heather Burton, Kathy Hoffman, Trish Crawford, Paula Marquis

Trustee: Bill Bayliss
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NOTES FROM PASTOR DAVID
"Good News to Tell —
A Warm Welcome to Extend!"

Dear Friends in Christ,

We have completed another Advent journey and
have traveled with hope to celebration of
Christmas. We have heard the message of God
proclaimed, "Do not be afraid; for see—I am
bringing you good news of great joy for all the
people: to you is born this day in the city of David
a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord." We have
joined the heavenly chorus of angels who praised
God, singing, "Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he
favors!" We hurried with the shepherds to find
Mary and Joseph and the Child lying in the
manger. And, with the wise men, we knelt and
paid him homage. It has been a good season of
remembrance, reflection, and rejoicing. We have
been invited into the Christmas story as a guest
and discovered the wondrous Gift in the manger.
And, in this "good news of great joy for all people,"
in this "to you is born Gift," we have been
welcomed by God.

Now, the challenge is before us to respond! We
have good news to tell the world and a warm
welcome to extend to family, friends, neighbors,
and even strangers as we invite them to share in
the blessings of Christian community. Maybe we
have taken for granted the gift of Christ's Church.
Maybe we have forgotten that people need the
Church. Maybe we have ignored an opportunity to
talk with someone else about the importance of
church within our lives. Maybe we have neglected
to ask someone to join us in church. Years ago, |
read a book entitled, Welcome, by an Episcopal
layman, named Andy Weeks, who led over 250
conferences about outreach and welcome. Andy
later came to Opequon Church to lead an
evangelism workshop for our presbytery. | find the
following excerpt to be both a timely challenge and
a spiritual calling:

"A significant proportion of those in our
communities have no religious affiliation.
Although they may be materially comfortable,
their spiritual poverty is genuine, even though it
may not be very apparent. Many do not have the
support, comfort, and care of a community. In
times of joy or distress, they may have no faith.
Often, they are so frantic with work and activities
that they have no time to address the spiritual
and ethical needs of their families. When
something surprising happens, some say: 'Oh
my God,' but it has no meaning. To me, that is a
tragically empty and lonely way to try and cope

with life. We know the greatest story ever told,
but if we do not tell it, it is dead. And, if we do
not tell it now, who will? Are we willing to
abdicate this responsibility to cults and sects, or
are we going to accept the challenge?"

Our journey to Bethlehem teaches us that we
have good news to tell and a warm welcome to
extend because God has welcomed us! So, let's
get going in meeting this challenge in this New
Year of 2026!! | have a sense that if we do, it will
be a Happy New Year in more ways than one,
especially for ourselves and those we bless.

Together in Christ's Service,

‘ A PRAYER FOR A NEW YEAR
)

\\‘ As we prepare to hang some new
calendars and write the year 2026 on the top of
our checks and letters, a year of promise awaits
us. As God's people who begin each new week
with worship on the Lord's Day, so we start the
year 2026 celebrating God's gift of Jesus Christ
and holding on to the hope contained in the
promises of God. So, let us begin with this daily
prayer...

Dear Lord, as we enter 2026, we thank you for
your constant presence and grace through the
past year. We are grateful for your gifts and
guidance. We ask for your Holy Spirit to direct
our steps into this new year, filling us with faith
over fear, peace over worry, love over hate, and
Joy over sadness. Renew our hopes and grant
us wisdom to face the challenges ahead,
trusting your unfailing love and provision. Help
us to live each day with purpose, generosity,
and a humble heart, surrendering our plans to
your divine will and purpose. And empower us
as we aspire to the chief end of humanity: to
glorify you and enjoy you forever. In the power,
strength, and humility of Christ, we pray. Amen.

PASTOR TRACIE'S - ‘
- 1f Winter comes,
]UST THINKIN'... can Spring be far behind?

Percy Bysshe Shelley

January always feels
like a looooong month
to me. The holidays y
are over. Most of us e

are deeply tired. The weather is cold and windy.
Christmas bills abound. Roads are tricky. Days
are short. Still, | rather like January for its sense of
hope and new opportunities.



Around the middle of November, things start to
move rapidly. Turkey goes on sale; Christmas
music begins to pop up. The holiday rush can
become overwhelming. Life just becomes too
much... way too much, but we need to stay the
course through to the new year.

Now, in January, all the predictions have been
predicted. Returns and holiday exchanges have all
been made. Leftovers are completely gone. There
are no more cookies stashed in zip-tops at the
bottom of the freezer. It's time to just stop and pay
attention. It's time to start over.

Down here, January offers the occasional weather
day home. Ice, snowstorm, high wind, whatever it
takes, these days are precious times for just
stopping. They are better than school snow days.
As an adult, | save tasks that cannot be fit in during
the holidays for January weather days. | wash
indoor windows, read books and articles | stashed
in the bedroom, and organize closets. Often, |
reclaim quiet time ignored at the end of the year for
thinking..., praying..., just being.

Then, at the end of January or by the end of the
first week of February at the latest, the forsythia
buds show just a bit of yellow. Those first buds
take a week or more to bloom inside, but they
show growth within a day. | cut just a few branches
every day or so to watch them bloom. This is hope.
This is a promise of spring. This is the year's true
beginning.

PS—You can force almost any woody bloom
indoors by cutting the branch, pounding it with a
hammer at the end, and putting it in lukewarm
water. It should begin to show growth within a few
days. Full bloom may take a week. The blossoms
will be smaller and less colorful or fragrant than
those allowed to develop outside, but they will
bloom. Sometimes | add just a dash of Sprite to the
water to feed the blossoms. Sometimes the
branches even develop roots and can be planted
outside in warmer weather.

—Tracie

SESSION MEETING HIGHLIGHTS
FROM DECEMBER 2025

= Session welcomed and examined newly elected
officers at the December Session meeting:
Elders-Elect Class of 2028: Robin Cooke, Doug
Joyner, Bill Thomasson, and Jennie Wright; and
Deacons-Elect Class of 2028: Kathy Hoffman,
and Paula Marquis. Ordination and Installation of
Officers and Commissioning will be Sunday,
January, 11 at 11:00 AM, with a reception to
follow.

= Buildings & Grounds: Thanks to Bud Proctor for
the recent donation of an upright freezer.

= Stewardship & Finance Ministry: Session
approved the December Financial Report, the
2026 Giving Events Calendar, and list of 2026
Offering Counters. Session reviewed the
proposed 2026 budget (projected income/pledges
and expenses). Approval of a budget was
deferred to the January 2026 Session meeting in
hopes that additional pledges will be received to
balance the budget.

= Responding to Shenandoah Presbytery's per
capita pledge request, Session approved the
2026 budgeted pledge ($37,944), which was filed
online by the Clerk of Session.

= Technology & Communications: Livestream will
shift to the 11:00 AM service in 2026.

= Personnel & Administration: Session approved a
plan to explore hiring a part-time Parish Associate
or Lay Associate for Congregational Care after
the first of the year to assist Pastors David and
Tracie.

= Worship Ministry: Session approved the 2026
Communion Schedule.

= Christian Education Ministry recognized Rebekah
Witt, Director of Youth &Young Adults leadership
for the many diverse & exciting activities this fall.
Get ready for the Spaghetti Dinner and Bake Sale
on January 10, 2026.

= Congregational Care Ministry: Deacon Bill Bender
was elected to serve with Winter Brooks as co-
moderator of Board of Deacons in 2026. The
team expressed sincere thanks to Robin Cooke
as she begins a term as Elder-elect (Class 2028).

= Visioning Team: The Session expressed sincere
thanks to David Schwantes for his Elder
leadership as Chair over the last 6 years and is
glad he will continue as a non-leadership member
of the team.

» Mission Ministry: The Laurel Center was selected
to receive the 25% local portion ($389) of the
2026 Peace and Global Witness Offering. Watch
for the Mission Corner of the newsletter in 2026.

= Fellowship Ministry: Upcoming 2026 events
include January 11, 2026, Ordination &
Installation of Officers Reception after the 11:00
AM service and February 28, 2026, Talent Show
and potluck supper (5:00 PM).

= Session re-elected Ron Smith as Treasurer and
Ann Smith as Clerk of Session for one-year
terms.

= In 2026, Session will meet monthly (except in
July) on the 3rd Tuesday of the month at 6:30 PM
with the exception that the January meeting was
shifted to the fourth Tuesday (27th) at 6:30 PM
with invited guest Associate General Presbyter
Rev. Nancy Meehan Yao.

Ann C.M. Smith, Clerk of Session, Opequon Presbyterian Church



2026 GIVING ENVELOPES

2026 Giving Envelopes are available to be picked
up in the Gathering Area. Please start using the
2026 envelopes in January and discontinue using
your 2025 envelopes (some assigned giving
numbers have changed!). If you would like offering
envelopes and you do not find them in the
Gathering Area, contact our Treasurer, Ron Smith
(ronaldfsmith1@gmail.com / 703-216-9588). We will
be happy to make sure you receive envelopes.

EXTENDING OUR EMPATHY &
CHRISTIAN LOVE TO...

« The Reed family upon the death of Kevin Reed's
mother, Carolyn Reed, on December 11.
"I am the resurrection and the life," says the Lord.

"Those who believe in me shall live, even though they die,

and whoever lives and believes in me shall never die."
—John 11:25-26

NEW MEMBERS WELCOMED DECEMBER 7

< Janice Hall, Re-Affirmation of Faith

< David Lake, Transfer of Membership from
Highland Memorial Presbyterian Church in
Winchester, VA

< Tim & Corene Roberts, Transfer of Membership
from Grace United Methodist Church in
Middletown, VA
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