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Ordination Commission
Teaching Elders
Pastor David Witt......................................................................Opequon Presbyterian Church, Winchester, VA
Rev. Matt Gaventa...........................................................................University Presbyterian Church, Austin, TX
Rev. David Howard.....................................................................Strasburg Presbyterian Church, Strasburg, VA
Rev. Claire George-Drumheller..........................................................First Presbyterian Church, Lancaster, PA
Rev. Amanda Maguire Thomas.........................................................First Presbyterian Church, Winchester, VA
Rev. Rachel Crumley.............................................................Tuscarora Presbyterian Church, Martinsburg, WV
Ruling Elders
Margaret Barb............................................................................Berryville Presbyterian Church, Berryville, VA
Ann Denison..............................................................................Opequon Presbyterian Church, Winchester, VA
Mark Johnson...................................................................................First Presbyterian Church, Winchester, VA

David R. Witt..............................................................................................................................................Pastor
Julia H. Burkley........................................................................................................................Associate Pastor
Tracie Martin............................................................................................................................Parish Associate
Laurie Carver........................................................................................................................Nursery Supervisor
William Heavner.....................................................................................................................................Organist
Susan Homan............................................................................................................................Director of Music
Patty Klinefelter, Bill Martin, Mike Nutry, Pat Williams................................................Faith Community Nurses
Linda Kessinger..................................................................................................................Office Administrator
Ken Smiy..........................................................................................................................Finance Administrator
Robert Sydnor...........................................................................................................................................Sexton
Carole Witt.........................................................................................................Director of Christian Education
Rebekah Witt........................................................................................................Youth & Young Adult Director

Greeters......................................................................Mitch and Pam Orndorff, Mary Himelright, Fran Jeffries
Ushers.............................. Mary Elson, Laurel and Jason Hathaway, Graham Taylor, Joe Burton, Mike Jeffries
Beadle.................................................................................................................................................Ron Smith
Acolyte........................................................................................................................................Jack Hathaway
Communion Servers........................................................................Ann Smith, Katherine Newhouse, Beth Barr
Eric and Mary Wall: for your support through the years and willingness to share music
Associate Pastor Nominating Committee: Ann Smith, Ann Denison, Joe Burton, Bob Gaines, Laurel 
Hathaway, Graham Taylor, Beth Barr, and Mary Elson, for your leadership and support 
Worship and Fellowship Teams for your help in making the space special and for your hospitality
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Staff

Special Thanks



Prelude................................................................................................................... Eric Wall
And Call Her Blessed                                                                                                                       composed by David Locklair

*All who are able please stand..........................................................................................................Bold Print, all respond

Welcome.................................................................................................Pastor David Witt

*Call to Worship & Gathering Prayer.........................Rev. Amanda Maguire Thomas
And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord,
and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
for he has looked with favor on the lowly state of his servant.
Surely from now on all generations will call me blessed,
for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name;
indeed, his mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation.
He has shown strength with his arm;
he has scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones and lifted up the lowly;
he has filled the hungry with good things and sent the rich away empty.
He has come to the aid of his child Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, 
according to the promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants forever.”

*Opening Hymn, GTG 410.............................................God is Calling Through a Whisper
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              CCLI#1622560

God is calling through the whisper of the Spirit’s deepest sighs, through the thrill of sudden beauties that can 
catch us by surprise. Flash of lightning, crash of thunder; hush of stillness, rush of wonder: 

God is calling – can you hear? God is calling – can you hear? 
God is calling through the voices of our neighbors’ urgent prayers, through their longing for redemption and for 

rescue from despair. Place of hurt or face of needing; strident cry or silent pleading: 
God is calling – can you hear? God is calling – can you hear? 

God is calling through the music of sublime and human arts, through the hymns of earth and angels, and the 
carols of our hearts. Lift of joy and gift of singing; days and nights our praises bringing: 

God is calling – and we hear! God is calling – and we hear! 

Call to Confession.............................................................................Rev. Rachel Crumley

Service of ordination and Installation 
08.14.2022, 4:00 PM
We Gather in God's Name
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Prayer of Confession
We are descendants of your righteous ones,
your beloved children, those who obeyed,
those who greeted your covenant with joyous praise
through fearful nights and problem laden days.
 

You have been our refuge through all times of change,
when the world seemed harsh and strange.
We followed your lead even when the path was obscured,
the way to grace hidden behind our own fear.
 

God, we still witness the violence of the world,
too often callously dispensed against the most vulnerable, 
dispensed against those whose voices have been silenced.
You deliver us from a world filled with inequities.
 

Forgive us, God, for breaking our covenants.
Forgive us, God, for those moments when we stayed silent and ignored your command to speak.
Forgive us, God, for those times when we witnessed harm and did not intervene.
Forgive us, God, for not always acting with genuine love for one another.

Moment of Prayer, GTG 471 (v. 1)................................................Oh Lord Hear My Prayer
CCLI#1622560

O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer; when I call answer me.
O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer; come and listen to me.

Assurance of Pardon
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. Thanks be to God.

*Passing of the Peace
Friends, the peace of Christ be with you. And also with you 

New Testament Lesson................................................................................ Mark Johnson
Hebrews 11:1-3,29-12:2                                                                                                                                       pew bible pg. 977

Anthem..........................................................................................................Opequon Choir
For Those Who Serve                                                                                                       words and music by Joseph M Martin       

Hebrew Bible Lesson...................................................................................Margaret Barb
Numbers 27:1-11 pew bible pg. 128
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We Hear God's Word



Sermon....................................................................................................Rev. Matt Gaventa
The Whole Truth

*Hymn, GTG 324........................................................................For all the Faithful Women
CCLI#1622560

 For all the faithful women, who served in days of old,
to you shall thanks be given, to all, their story told.

They served with strength and gladness, in tasks your wisdom gave.
To you their lives bore witness, proclaimed your power to save.

We praise your name for Miriam, who sang triumphantly
while Pharaoh's vaunted army lay drowned beneath the sea;
for Ruth who left her homeland and ventured forth in faith,

who pledge to serve and worship Naomi's God till death.
 

We sing of busy Martha, who toiled with pot and pan
while Mary sat in silence to hear the word again.

We praise the other Mary, who hastened to the tomb
and found her Lord arisen, dispelling doubt and gloom.

 

Lord, hear our praise of Dorcas, who served the sick and poor. 
Her hands were cups of kindness, her heart an open door.

O God, for saints and servants, our fervent prayer we raise,
 that, faithful in your service, our lives may sing your praise.

 
 

Sentences of Scripture.......................................................................Rev. David Howard
There are varieties of gifts, 
but it is the same Spirit who gives them.
There are different ways of serving God,
but it is the same Lord who is served.
God works through each person in a unique way, but it is God’s purpose that is accomplished.
To each is given a gift of the Spirit to be used for the common good.
Together we are the body of Christ, and individually members of it.

Profession of Faith & Thanksgiving f0r Baptism
Trusting in the gracious mercy of God, do you turn from the ways of sin
and renounce evil and its power in the world? I do.
Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Lord and Savior,
trusting in his grace and love? I do.
Will you be Christ’s faithful disciple, obeying his Word and showing his love?
I will, with God’s help.
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Apostles Creed
With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Constitutional Questions.....................................Rev. David Howard & Ann Denison
Congregation: Do we, the members of the church,
accept Julia Hughes Burkley as our associate pastor,
chosen by God through the voice of this congregation
to guide us in the way of Jesus Christ? We do.
Do we agree to pray for her, encourage her,
to respect her decisions, and to follow as she guides us,
serving Jesus Christ, who alone is Head of the Church? We do.
Do we promise to pay her fairly
and provide for her welfare as she works among us;
to stand by her in trouble and share her joys? We do.
Will we listen to the word she preaches,
welcome her pastoral care, and honor her authority
as she seeks to honor and obey
Jesus Christ our Lord? We will.

*Prayer of Ordination and Installation
Any Ruling Elders and Ministers of the Word and Sacrament are invited to come forward for a laying on of hands

Declaration of Ordination

Charge to the Newly Ordained and Installed..........................................Ann Denison

Presentation of Symbols of Ministry....Pastor David Witt & Pastor Tracie Martin
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Charge to the Congregation..............................................................Pastor David Witt

Offering...................................................................Susan Homan and William Heavner
 Here I Am, Lord                                                                                                                                Arranged by Jack Schrader        
Offering is going to the General Presbyter Discretionary Fund

*The Doxology , GTG  606
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above the Heavenly host, praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Amen.

Dedication

Eucharist.....................................Rev. Claire George-drumheller & Rev. Julia Burkley
...The Lord be with you. And also with you.                                                             Liturgy written by Rev. Rachel Watson
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise....
....Therefore we join our voices here and now with the choirs of angels and with all the faithful in every time and 
place who forever praise your name:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, Heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest...
...Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end, we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again...
 ...And now, with the confidence of the children of God, let us pray…
Our Father Who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 
for thine is the kingdom, and the power and glory forever. Amen

 
Communion today will take place with individual communion kits. When instructed by an usher, please come 
forward, take a communion kit, and return to your seat. A gluten free option is available in the center. 

Communion Music..............................................................................Eric and Mary Wall
This is the Body of Christ                                                                                                  John L. Bell, There is One Among Us

This is the body of Christ, broken that we may be whole
this cup as promised by God, true to his word, cradles our Lord;

food for the good of the soul.
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*Closing Hymn, GTG 301.......................................................................Let us Build a House
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              CCLI#1622560

Let us build a house where love can dwell and all can safely live, 
a place where saints and children tell how hearts learn to forgive. 

Built of hopes and dreams and visions, rock of faith and vault of grace;
here the love of Christ shall end divisions: all are welcome; all are welcome; all are welcome in this place.

 

Let us build a house where prophets speak, and words are strong and true,
where all God’s children dare to seek to dream God’s reign anew. 

Here the cross shall stand as witness and as symbol of God’s grace; 
here as one we claim the faith of Jesus: all are welcome; all are welcome; all are welcome in this place.

 

Let us build a house where love is found in water, wine, and wheat; 
a banquet hall on holy ground where peace and justice meet. 

Here the love of God, through Jesus, is revealed in time and space;
 as we share in Christ the feast that frees us: all are welcome; all are welcome; all are welcome in this place.

 

Let us build a house where hands will reach beyond the wood and stone, 
to heal and strengthen, serve and teach, and live the Word they’ve known. 

Here the outcast and the stranger, bear the image of God’s face; 
let us bring an end to fear and danger: all are welcome; all are welcome; all are welcome in this place.

 

Let us build a house where all are named, their songs and visions heard 
 and loved and treasured, taught and claimed as words within the Word. Built of tears and cries and laughter, 

prayers of faith and songs of grace;
 let this house proclaim from floor to rafter: all are welcome; all are welcome; all are welcome in this place.
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We Move Towards the World

*Blessing & Charge.................................................................................Rev. Julia Burkley
GTG 410, v.1 and refrain 

God is calling through the whisper of the Spirit’s deepest sighs,
 through the thrill of sudden beauties that can catch us by surprise. 

Flash of lightning, crash of thunder; hush of stillness, rush of wonder: 
God is calling – can you hear? God is calling – can you hear? 

 
Julia: God is calling can you hear? 
Choir: God is calling can you hear?

All: God is calling and we hear! 
Postlude....................................................................................................William Heavner
Then Shall the Righteous Shine Forth, from Mendelsohn's “Elijah” arranged by Todd Kendal

please join us after 
 for a reception



About Opequon Presbyterian Church
Our mission is to prayerfully equip disciples of all generations to be Christ's hands,
heart, and feet in the world. We are part of a larger church body known as the
Presbyterian Church (USA). We abide by the constitution of the PC(USA) comprised of
our Book of Order and Book of Confessions of the PC(USA). We are a congregation of
the Shenandoah Presbytery.

A Note From Julia
Thank you all so much for being here for this exciting day. This call has been God-
ordained from the beginning, and I am so incredibly grateful for God's clear work on
my life to be called to serve this congregation. God's hand has been in my journey to
this place since my baptism, and I am so glad that God called me to this wondering
church and community. To all my friends and family: thank you for all of your support,
especially when my call to be a pastor was as surprising to you as it was to me. Thank
you for the laughter, for the late nights complaining about memorizing Hebrew, and
most of all for the steadfast community that you have been for me. To Opequon
Presbyterian Church, thank you for your enthusiasm and willingness to embrace me. I
feel so at peace here, and feel so blessed that I can call this church my home.


