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Wednesday, October 2 
6:30 PM "Worship on 
Wednesday" (WOW) 

Our LOGOS Children, Youth, & 
Staff Participating! 

 

Sunday, October 6 
World Communion Sunday 
À  Job 1:1, 2:1-10; Mark 10:2-16 
Sermon: "Open Hearts, Open 
Minds, Open Faith" 
Join your church family & world 
around the Table! 
Peacemaking & Global Witness 
Offering; Bread Basket Buffet; 
Romania Mission Forum 

 

Sunday, October 13 
Pastor Appreciation Sunday 
À  Job 23:1-9, 16-17; Mark 10:17-31 
Sermon: "A Powerful Force" 
Youth Mission Forum 
 

1:30 PM Spring Arbor Worship 
 

2:00 PM Blessing of the Pets 
 

Sunday, October 20 
À  Job 38:1-7, 34-41; Mark 10:35-45 
Sermon: "Wisdom of the Whirlwind" 
 Blood Pressure Checks 
 

Sunday, October 27 
Reformation Sunday 
Volunteer Appreciation Sunday 
À  Job 42:1-6, 10-17; Mark 10:46-52 
Sermon: "Just As I Am" 
4 Cents A Meal, "Volunteer of the 
Year;" October GIFT Event; Chili 
Cook-Off 
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Don't miss this annual celebration 
of languages, loaves, 
prayer, and praise 

as we gather with the world 
around the Table of Our Lord! 

PASTOR APPRECIATION  
Sunday, October 13  

 

 
 

Pastor Julia, Pastor David, & Pastor Tracie ñ 
 

Your ministry has made such a difference in our lives.  
The kindness you have shown, the truth you have shared,  

and the faith you have exhibited throughout the years  
has blessed us beyond measure.  

 

We pray for God's continued mercy and blessing on you all, 
your families and your ministry.  

 

We greatly appreciate you!  
 

http://www.opequonchurch.org


 

2 

-.3$2ɯ%1.,ɯ/ 23.1ɯ# 5(# 

Ɇ3ÏÌɯ!ÜÚÏɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯ%ÙÖÕÛɯ8ÈÙËȯ 

 ɯ2ÛÖÙàɯ ɯ+ÌÚÚÖÕɆ 
 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 

Over the past several months, Carole and I have 
worked on our yard, removing eight bushes, 
boxwoods, that have slowly been declining. We 
dug each one up individually and piled them 
behind our storage building until we could cart 
them away to the landfill. Of course, it was hard 
work as we hand dug around each bush and pried 
ground, mind you, but we persevered. Then, in 
late August, we had one more bush to goðthe 
largest one in the front yard. It had rained several 
inches that week, so we thought that it would be 
easier with wetter ground. Little did we know! The 
bush was larger. The roots were deeper and 
wider. And that wet ground, that red clay soil: it 
held onto the root system like concrete! We 
chopped and chopped. We dug and dug. We 
pushed and pulled. We had Knox on that Friday 
and he watched with both wonder and a puzzled 
look on his face. I wanted to get that bush out 
before Joel got there with the pick-up truck to help 
me load up all the debris from the eight bushes. 
And our neighbor did come over to help me drag 
the bush out of the hole, just as Joel arrived. So, 
then the three of us loaded up the truck for the first 
of two trips Joel and I made to the landfill that day.  
 

That's the story. Now the lessoné 
 

Those bushes had incredible root systems. I can't 
believe how strong they were, how resilient they 
were. They kept those bushes in place, enduring 
all kinds of weather conditions. I don't know when 
those bushes were planted, but they were there 
when we moved in twenty-seven years ago. As I 
think now about those roots, I am reminded of this 
congregation through its 292 yearsðwhat an 
incredible history of perseverance; what an 
amazing inheritance that has been passed on from 
one generation to another. And while there have 
certainly been stages of challenge and even 
declineðthrough war, fire, and conflictðthe 
church now is strong and thriving because the 
roots are strong, the connections are deep and 
wide. I also learned on that Friday that we should 
have waitedðI should have waitedðwaited for 
help, waited for Joel to arrive. I should not have 
thought that we could do that all by ourselves. But 
how often do we think that? I can do it all by 
myself. But we can't. We need each other. We 
need to work as a team. We need to help one 
another. That's always an essential discovery for 
us within the church. Our teamwork is crucial to 
the vitality, spirit, and discipleship of our 

congregation. As we begin new ventures in our life 
together, just imagine how much we can do as we 
work together. We readily say we are the hands, 
heart, and feet of Christ (and Tracie says, the 
smile too!). In this season of stewardship, I think 
our legacy and our teamwork will flourish as a 
church. 
 

The bush in the front yard. I'm glad it's gone, but 
I'm also glad I learned from the experience. 
 

Together in Christ's Service, 
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Friends in Christ, 
 

This is my favorite time of year in so 
many ways. The mornings are chilly as 
I sip coffee on the back deck every morning. The 
leaves are starting to change. It feels like the world 
is just as excited for each day as we are. It's cozy, 
it's nostalgic, and I don't know about you, but it 
makes me extremely happy. 
 

There are other things that are inherent about this 
time of year: new routines at school, darker 
evenings, and, this year, election season. I was 
talking to an old mentor about ministry recently 
and she asked me, "What is your favorite thing 
about Opequon?" Without hesitation, I responded, 
"Each person truly loves their neighbor, full stop, 
no questions asked." 
 

We follow God's clear command: 
to love each other no matter what. 

 

With goosebumps on my arms, I said, "I've truly 
never seen the kingdom of God lived out so 
powerfully than in this church." 
 

So, in an election season that is dividing so many 
around the country, we come together each week: 
loving one another, centered in Christ, and 
recognizing that, while people have different 
opinions, we all have loveðlove in Christ, love for 
one anotherðat the very center. 
 

So friends, love each other. 
Keep doing the good work of representing 

God's kingdom of love. 
Full stop. 

 

Blessings, 
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If there is a lack of salt, the potatoes 
and carrots will have less taste. 
Leave out the garlic and the broth 
changes. Remember the story of 
"Stone Soup?" Many additions make something 
that encourages and nourishes all of us. Think of 
yourself as your favorite spice and dig in! 
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@ The Capital Campaign, Architectural Review 
(ART), & Vision TeamsðMitch Orndorff, Greg 
Eisenhauer, Nick Sardelis, Travis Morgan, Dave 
Schwantes, and Bill Thomasson presented the 
progress toward the building expansion. They 
presented two recommendations which were 
passed by unanimous votes: 

¶ On behalf of the Stewardship & Finance Team, 
Session approved (i) the draft contract with 
Church Campaign Services (CCS) for fund 
raising consulting services, with aggregate fees 
of $27,600, be approved; (ii) the funding for the 
agreement will be from the Building Expansion 
investment fund at Wells Fargo (current 
balance = $39k); and (iii) Travis Morgan, as 
President of Opequon Presbyterian Church of 
Winchester, Inc., shall be authorized to sign the 
CCS contract.  

¶ On behalf of the Stewardship & Finance Team, 
Session approved that (i) Balzer & Associates, 
Inc. be selected as the churchôs architect for 
the building expansion project; (ii) Greg 
Eisenhauer, as co-chair of the Architecture 
Review Team (ART), is authorized, in 
coordination with the Stewardship & Finance 
Team, to negotiate a definitive agreement with 
Balzer; (iii) the funding for the architectural fees 
will be determined by the Stewardship & 
Finance Team and (iv) Travis Morgan, as 
President of Opequon Presbyterian church of 
Winchester, Inc., shall be authorized to sign the 
contract. The estimated fees for Balzer are in 
the range of $290k to approximately $318k 
depending on the selection of certain optional 
services. If the amount exceeds $318k, 
Session will be consulted for approval. 

@ Mission Ministry 

¶ The Mission Team approved using $5,000 of 
the Lupton Fund for Move-in Ministry, part of 
the Family Promise Northern Shenandoah 
Valley, Inc. Carol Schempp, Karen Winters, 
and Pastor Julia will be the liaisons and help 
coordinate this effort. 
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When Bill and I moved to Yellow 
Spring, we noticed a pond with 
three ducks. We pass by that pond 
every time we drive to Winchester. The pond was 
often occupied by three ducks, a male and two 
females. We could tell the gender by their stances. 
 

It became a game for us to find the "duckies" as 
we drove by. Sometimes they were in the field, 
sometimes alarmingly near the road, most often in 
the water. We never gave them names, we just 
watched for them and laughed at ourselves for 
being so happy when we found them. 
 

This spring, one of the females 
disappeared. We thought she might just 
have stayed home that day, but the 
ensuing weeks demonstrated that she 
was, in fact, gone. The male and the 
other female were still visible, but we 

wondered just what had happened to the third. 
Then, just a few weeks ago, the male was alone. 
He is still there, alone in the pond or in the field. 
We keep wondering just what happened. 
 

There are predators in West Virginia, lots of 
predatorsðfoxes, coyotes, bears, oh my! The 
road is also very busy with speeding pickups and 
18 wheelers. We discovered the ducks 8 years 
ago, so they could have hit the end of their 
expected life span. We don't know the farmer/
landholder who lives near the pond, so we will 
never know what truly happened. 
 

Neither the landholder nor the ducks will ever 
know that they have had a place in our lives, but 
we truly do miss the girls and worry about the guy. 
 

I wonder how often this happens at OPC? Not that 
we have a lot of ducks in the congregation, but the 
church has grown to the point that it is hard, even 
as a pastor, to get to know everyone well. There 
are faces we might see regularly without knowing 
names. There are names that might come up 
regularly but fail to draw faces. There are just a lot 
of us in our church family. 
 

Still, every one of us matters to God, even if only 
Pastor David knows all our names. Each of us is 
part of Christ's heart, hands, and feet; we each 
have a place. When one of us is missing, ill, or in 
trouble, it matters! When one of us is sad or 
troubled, the entire church family changes and 
often, it is unexpected people who respond. 
 

It's a lot like making soupé 
 

ÕTraˌɰʍ 
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Tuesday, October 1 
 

6:00 PM Meal: Ham, Scalloped Potatoes, 
Peas, Carrots, Three Bean Salad, 
Apple Crisp, Peach Crisp, & Drinks 

 

6:45 PM Devotions & Team Meetings 

¶ There is an opportunity for an individual to travel to 
Ethiopia (costs are already covered) to attend the 
BETHEL Synods 50th anniversary celebration in 
early November. 

@ Evangelism MinistryðBen Brooks shared that the 
Evangelism Team is moving forward with the 
ordering and printing of Opequon Presbyterian 
Church T-Shirts  

@ Fellowship MinistryðMarj Pram highlighted the 
following events: 

¶ October 13, 2024 ï Blessing of the Pets at the 
Pitcock Shelter (2:00 PMð4:00 PM) 

¶ October 27, 2024 ï Chili Cook Off after the 11 AM 
Service (we need cooks and judges!) 

@ Buildings & Grounds MinistryðMike Wygant and 
Jack Marquis presented the following motions and 
project statuses: 

¶ Session approved spending $600 to connect the 
sewage pump to the security system. 

¶ Session approved paying $8432 to install railings 
on either side of the porch entrance ramp. 

¶ There is a group discussing lighting improvements 
in the Memorial Sanctuary. 

¶ The second pew alteration needed to 
accommodate the audio-visual operation area is 
complete. 

@ Stewardship & Finance Ministry 

¶ Ken Smiy, OPC Financial Administrator, reminded 
Session that ministry area budgets for 2025 are 
due October 25. 

¶ Session approved the August 2024 Financial 
Report. 

@ Technology MinistryðThe church is switching to a 
newly installed Wi-Fi and wired network on Friday, 
September 20, 2024. 

@ Christian Education MinistryðLOGOS begins 
September 18, 2024! 

@ Commissioned Communion VisitorsðOn 
September 22, 2024, the following individuals will 
be commissioned as At-Home Communion 
Servers: 

¶ Bud Proctor, Mike Nutry, Carol Nutry, Bill Martin, 
Becky Myers, Nancy Picklap, Penny Smith, Alyce 
Callahan, Brenda Steffens, Brian Steffens, Helen 
Ritchie, Rex Ritchie, Ann Denison, Judy Moody, 
Ben Brooks, Winter Brooks 

¶ To serve as needed: Debbie Bender, Bill Bender, 
Mary Ann Johnson, June Malone, Betty Chicklo 

 

Susan Ritter, Acting Clerk of Session for Ann C.M. Smith, 
Opequon Presbyterian Church 
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× Arthur Littman, Transfer of Membership 
from Braden River Presbyterian Church 
(Bradenton, FL) 

× Wendy Pangborn Littman, Transfer of 
Membership from Braden River Presbyterian 
Church (Bradenton, FL) 
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Congratulations to Lynn and Jerry Metheny and 
Carole Metheny upon the birth of their most 
recent grandson and great-grandson, Eli Lee 
Metheny, son of Ross and Lauren Metheny, 
born on September 1. Eli joins his older brother, 
Jaxson, and older sister, Landen. 
 

Congratulations to Ann and Ron Smith upon the 
birth of their most recent granddaughter, Ava 
Joan Hampton, daughter of McKenzie and 
Curtis Hampton, born on September 10. 
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h Jeff and Kitty Kraemer, upon the death of 
Jeffôs father, Leonard, on August 21. 

h Linda Bock and family upon the death of her 
brother, Louis Joseph "JR" Rittmeyer, who 
died on August 29. 

h Gail Crane and family upon the death of her 
infant great-grandson, George Crane, who 
died on September 7. 

h The family of Karen Wolfgang, former 
member of Opequon Church, who died on 
September 23. 

 

"I am the resurrection and the life," says the Lord. 
"Those who believe in me shall live, 

even though they die, and whoever lives 
and believes in me shall never die." 

ðJohn 11:25-26 
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The annual Peace and Global Witness Offering 
will be received and dedicated on World 
Communion Sunday, October 6. 25% will be 
retained by Opequon Church for us to carry the 
hope of peace and witness right here within our 
own community. 75% will support programs of our 
denomination that work to restore communities 
and help make our world more just and peaceful 
through Christ. You may use the envelopes 
provided or the DONATE NOW button on our 
website and designate your gift for this special 
offering. Give the gift of peace. Give generously. 
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The Christian Education Team is 
excited to offer the Bread Basket Buffet 
on World Communion Sunday, October 6. We will 
provide a buffet of various breads and spreads in 
the Gathering Area at 9:30 AM. Enjoy the 
nourishment of breads as well as the fellowship 
around the table. Gluten-free options, coffee, tea, 
and water will also be available. You may even 
learn some fascinating facts about BREAD. 
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On October 16, the noon hour will be 
filled with the music of our sanctuary 
organ and piano. All are welcome to 
come and go as their schedules allow for this time 
of eclectic, informal "just music" that repeats each 
month on the third Wednesday. Feel free to invite 
your friends, family, and neighbors too! 
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Did you know that our young people are involved 
in all sorts of activities outside of the church 
building? We have amazing artists, athletes, 
writers, musicians, and more! Rebekah Witt is 
collecting their activity schedules so that we can 
show up and support our families in all that they 
do. Be on the lookout for communication from 
Rebekah about how you can continue to nurture 
relationships with our families outside of the 
church walls! If your child or youth has a schedule 
that you'd like to share, please reach out to 
Rebekah (rwitt@opequonchurch.org). 

 

CHILI 
 

COOK-OFF 
 

It's that time of year! 
 

The traditional Chili Cook-Off 
date is fast approaching on 
October 27ðfollowing the 
11:00 AM worship service! 
 

We need 10-12 pots of chili for our Cook-Off 
Contest and about six 9x11 pans of 
cornbread. The sign-up poster is in the 
Gathering Area. Please consider being part 
of this Fun Event. Contact Marj Praml 
(pramlmarjory550@gmail.com) with any 
questions. 
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ñGod is our refuge and strength, 
a present help in times of troubleéò 

(Psalm 46:1) 
 

Celebrate the Gift of the Church, 
Reformed and Always Being Reformed! 

 

You are invited to wear red, 
the color of reformation! 
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Pastor Julia Burkley and Pastor Pup Jackson 
invite you to get outside and experience God in 
nature for a Worship Walk on Friday, October 18. 
All are welcome! We will meet at 1:00 PM at 
Opequon and take the church bus to Cool Spring 
Battlefield, or you are welcome to meet us there. 
Dog and people friendly dogs are welcome, but 
we ask for you to meet us there. Cool Spring 
Battlefield is a 3 mile walk that is mostly paved, 
with an option to walk down a dirt path to a 
waterfall or sit at a bench and enjoy the view of 
the river. We will walk slowly and enjoy the 
scenery around us. RSVP to Pastor Julia 
(pastorjulia@opequonchurch.org) by Monday, 
October 14, so we may know how many to 
expect to join us. 

mailto:rwitt@opequonchurch.org
mailto:pramlmarjory550@gmail.com
mailto:pastorjulia@opequonchurch.org
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vdh.virginia.gov/epidemiology/respiratory-diseases-in-virginia/


https://www.opequonchurch.org/get-inolved
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