
“TAKE 10”- Worship While Away! (July 31, 2022) 
 
Share: 

If you are filled with excitement, welcome home: 

Here we proclaim that the world is beautiful and God is good. 

If you are nursing some heartbreak, welcome home: 

Here we offer comfort to those who weep and rest to those who are weary. 

If you are swirling with questions, welcome home: 

Here we nurture belief but make space for doubt. 

If you are committed to the story, welcome home: 

Here we trust old words while listening for new understanding. 

If you are searching for hope, welcome home: 

Here when we worship, God is among us, and everything is possible. 

Whoever you are, however you come, welcome home: 

We are gathered together, gathered by God, so welcome home. 

  
Read these words from a hymn for Sunday                                 Let Us Build A House                                   

Let us build a house where love can dwell and all can safely live,  

a place where saints and children tell how hearts learn to forgive.  

Built of hopes and dreams and visions, rock of faith and vault of grace; 

here the love of Christ shall end divisions:  

all are welcome; all are welcome; all are welcome in this place. 

 

Let us build a house where prophets speak, and words are strong and true, 

where all God’s children dare to seek to dream God’s reign anew.  

Here the cross shall stand as witness and as symbol of God’s grace;  

here as one we claim the faith of Jesus:  

all are welcome; all are welcome; all are welcome in this place. 

 

Let us build a house where love is found in water, wine, and wheat;  

a banquet hall on holy ground where peace and justice meet.  

Here the love of God, through Jesus, is revealed in time and space;  

as we share in Christ the feast that frees us: 

all are welcome; all are welcome; all are welcome in this place. 

 

Let us build a house where hands will reach beyond the wood and stone,  

to heal and strengthen, serve and teach, and live the Word they’ve known.  

Here the outcast and the stranger, bear the image of God’s face:  

let us bring an end to fear and danger:  

all are welcome; all are welcome; all are welcome in this place. 

 

Let us build a house where all are named, their songs and visions heard  

and loved and treasured, taught and claimed as words within the Word.  

Built of tears and cries and laughter, prayers of faith and songs of grace;  

let this house proclaim from floor to rafter;  

all are welcome; all are welcome; all are welcome in this place. 

 
 
 



Read this scripture from worship:         Hebrews 13:1-2, 15-16, The Message 
13 1-2 Stay on good terms with each other, held together by love. Be ready with a meal or a bed 
when it’s needed. Why, some have extended hospitality to angels without ever knowing it! 
15Let’s take our place outside with Jesus, no longer pouring out the sacrificial blood of animals 
but pouring out sacrificial praises from our lips to God in Jesus’ name. 
16 Make sure you don’t take things for granted and go slack in working for the common good; 
share what you have with others. God takes particular pleasure in acts of worship—a different 
kind of “sacrifice”—that take place in kitchen and workplace and on the streets. 
 

Luke14:1, 7-14, The Message 
14 1 One time when Jesus went for a Sabbath meal with one of the top leaders of the 

Pharisees, all the guests had their eyes on him, watching his every move. 
7-9 He went on to tell a story to the guests around the table. Noticing how each had tried to 
elbow into the place of honor, he said, “When someone invites you to dinner, don’t take the 
place of honor. Somebody more important than you might have been invited by the host. Then 
he’ll come and call out in front of everybody, ‘You’re in the wrong place. The place of honor 
belongs to this man.’ Embarrassed, you’ll have to make your way to the very last table, the 
only place left. 
10-11 “When you’re invited to dinner, go and sit at the last place. Then when the host comes he 
may very well say, ‘Friend, come up to the front.’ That will give the dinner guests something to 
talk about! What I’m saying is, If you walk around all high and mighty, you’re going to end up 
flat on your face. But if you’re content to be simply yourself, you will become more than 
yourself.” 
12-14 Then he turned to the host. “The next time you put on a dinner, don’t just invite your 
friends and family and rich neighbors, the kind of people who will return the favor. Invite some 
people who never get invited out, the misfits from the wrong side of the tracks. You’ll be—and 
experience—a blessing. They won’t be able to return the favor, but the favor will be returned—
oh, how it will be returned!—at the resurrection of God’s people.” 
 

Talk together, responding to these questions: 

• When have you been surprised by a welcome? 

• How can we enhance our welcome at Opequon Church? 

• What is welcome? How do you see welcome in the book? In the scriptures? 

• What is hospitality? Is it any different from welcome? 

• What is radical hospitality? How does it go beyond being hospitable? 

• In what ways can we express radical hospitality at Opequon Church?  
 

Pray together:  
Hospitable God, you invite us to a banquet where the last may be first, and the humble and the 

mighty trade places. We greet strangers as angels you have sent! May each of us find a place 

at your table and welcome others with radical hospitality. In the name of Jesus, Guest at all our 

tables, we give thanks and pray.  Amen. 

 

Bless one another:   

Take each person's hand and say: "God's grace is for you, God's love is upon you, od's call is 

within you. Be kind to yourself and others this week as a child of God.”  

 
Resources Used:  Glory to God, The Presbyterian Hymnal 
   The Message, by Rev. Eugene Peterson     


