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Mission Statement 
 

Our mission is to prayerfully 
equip disciples of all generations 
to be Christ's hands, heart, 
and feet in the world. 
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April 2025 
Dear Friends and Members of Opequon Church, 
 

As you may recall, I was raised on a farm in New Jersey by my German immigrant 
grandparents and my parents, who met one another through the farm egg auction, 
what would probably be now known as a local co-op. I grew up amid the rural 
countryside and my parents and our neighbors instilled within me a strong 
stewardship of the land and of those things entrusted to us. While my dad taught 
me and my siblings the value of leaving things better than when they were 
received through one's oversight, my mom demonstrated what it meant to care for 
others, to show up, to be present, and to support and nurture relationships. They 
did this within the family, within the church, and within the community. While they 
may have lived a simple life according to worldly standards, to me they lived an 
extraordinary life of kindness and love, practical stewardship, and faithful 
discipleship. With the Lord's calling to me, they set me on a path for which I am 
grateful. That journey, of course, led me and my family to Opequon Church back 
in 1997. That journey has widened and deepened and taken me and all of us in 
directions I never would have imagined as a then 34-year-old pastor! 
 

Stewardship, values, relationships, kindness, and discipleship are all formative 
facets of this "A Place at the Table" Capital Campaign. Opequon Church has a 
personality and a spirit that is not readily duplicated; we hear that repeatedly from 
those near and those far. With the blessing of God, we are in touch with 
something contagious in a good way. That has been evident to me in a variety of 
ways since 1997 as the church has grown, changed, and flourished, but has not 
lost its fervor and the hospitality that welcomes all to a place at the table. The 
pandemic reinforced that, as the church not only survived but thrived, and as I 
said so many times, took on new rhythms while still following the Lord of the 
Dance. 
 

This Capital Campaign and the proposed plans for expansionðincluding a new 
Fellowship Hall, Kitchen, and Music Centerðare, I believe, in response to God's 
call and the next step planned more than twenty years ago in our Master Plan. As 
we raise funds through a dedicated campaign and then construct an almost 
10,000 square foot addition, I feel we will deepen and widen our journey, our 
vision, our hospitality, our fellowship, and the outreach of our more than 290-year-
old congregation. Through relationships and discipleship, we will continue to make 
a difference. 
 

I hope you will join us in this growing mission as you respond to the Lord's calling. 
We want everyone to have the opportunity to participate. We want everyone to 
know that there is, and always will be, "A Place at the Table." 
 

Together in Christ's Service, 

David R. Witt, Pastor  
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From the handful of settlers who founded Opequon in 1732, to the large crowds 
present at the end of the 18th Century, to the dwindling attendance following the 
Civil War, to surging membership in the 1950s, then declining participation once 
again, to our current vibrant congregation of more than 500 members, Opequon has 
survived and, indeed, thrived. As has been the case from the very founding of OPC, 
God is calling us to expand our facilities to better serve our community. 

 
Over the past two years, we have gathered a lot of information as to "what's 
important" to our congregation, as well as community needs. Another important 
objective is for the items identified for the future expansion project to align with 
OPC's five pillars of development: Worship Enhancement, Member Engagement, 
Sharing Good News, Radical Hospitality, and Community Engagement. 

 
The four main areas of potential improvement identified by our congregation were: a 
new Fellowship Hall; a new and updated kitchen; more storage; and a Music Center. 
While we feel this expansion will align with all of the five pillars, it will significantly 
enhance our ability to focus on Community Engagement through the larger 
Fellowship Hall and the Music Center. 

 
On September 17, 2024, Session approved a recommendation that Balzer & 
Associates, Inc., the Roanoke and Shenandoah Valley architectural firm that created 
Opequon's 2001 Master Plan and designed Opequon's 2003-2005 Sanctuary 
addition, be selected as the church's architect for this building expansion project. 
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Proposed Addition: 
Architect's Renderings & Schematics 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Envisioned Exterior from the Back Parking Lot 
Fellowship Hall (left side) & Music Center (right side) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Envisioned Exterior Schematic 
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Proposed Addition: 
Architect's Renderings & Schematics 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Envisioned Interior of the Fellowship Hall 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Envisioned Interior of the Fellowship Hall from Above Schematic 
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Proposed Addition: 
Architect's Renderings & Schematics 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Addition to Our Existing Footprint Schematic 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Aerial View Schematic 
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Things To Knowȼ Frequently Asked Questions 
 
What is the Building Plan? 
 

The plan is to construct a new Fellowship Hall, a new commercial Kitchen, a Music 
Center with rehearsal, office, and storage space, and additional general storage for 
staff tools and worship resources. 

 
Why are we embarking on this plan? 
 

The congregation is growing and needs space. Expansion of space for fellowship, 
social, and mission events, and Christian Education, as well as opportunities for 
community outreach, will enhance our ministry and service, in what we can do as a 
church and how we can engage the outside community. 

 
Why build the Fellowship Hall and kitchen facilities? 
 

OPC has many events constrained by seating capacity, cooking space, and storage. 
The current Fellowship Hall has a capacity of 122 people seated at tables with no 
serving area. The proposed Fellowship Hall will comfortably accommodate 275 
people seated at tables with a separate serving area. 

 
Why expand the music space? 
 

Music is an important part of our worship. We have a talented Choir, Music Director, 
and Organist. A Music Center for rehearsal and storage is needed to continue to 
encourage participation and show our appreciation for our music ministry. 

 
Will we need additional parking? 
 

We will not. The required parking is based on Sanctuary seating only. The current 
parking arrangement is adequate for the additions. 

 
Why are we doing this now? 
 

Frederick County is the fastest growing county in Virginia and OPC continues to 
grow as well. We are a caring church, which has allowed us to continue adding 
active new members. Expanding our facilities illustrates our community focus. This 
forward-looking facility addition illustrates our commitment to the future and allows 
us to leave a legacy for OPC children and grandchildren. 
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When did the Capital Campaign begin? 
 

The Capital Campaign launched on Saturday, January 18, 2025 with a Leadership 
Event for all who have served as ordained Elders and Deacons and Trustees. The 
Leadership Gifts Phase concluded on Monday, March 31. 

 
When was the Congregational Celebration Event? 
 

The Celebration Dinner Event for the whole congregation was held at the West Oaks 
Event Center on Friday, April 4. At that gathering, we launched the Congregational 
Gifts phase. The celebration was fully funded through the Eugene and Frances 
Lupton bequest we received years ago; no money raised for this Capital Campaign 
paid for the event. 

 
When will pledges be received? 
 

Pledge Dedication will be held on Sunday, May 18, at both services, with fellowship 
receptions to follow. We hope all pledges will be submitted on that day. 

 
What is the goal of this Capital Campaign? 
 

The current goal of the campaign is for $1.5 M to be pledged. We hope to exceed 
that number. The more we generate in pledges, the less we will need to finance. 

 
Will there be a Mission Component this time as there was back in 
2001 with that Capital Campaign? 
 

10% of the campaign funds pledged will be directed to four nonprofits: two local, 
Bright Futures of Winchester/Frederick County and Family Promise, and two global, 
New Opportunities for Romanian Orphaned Children (NOROC) and the Illubabor 
Bethel Synod of the Evangelical Ethiopian Church Mekane Yesus (IBS-EECMY). 

 
What is the estimated cost of this building project? 
 

The initial costs estimates were $3.2 M, but realistic numbers may well exceed that 
with material costs and business climate. The Architectural Review Team is diligently 
reassessing and narrowing the scope of work to make it financially feasible. Bank 
financing will be solicited when we know the amount we will need to borrow. 

 
When will construction begin? 
 

Groundbreaking is targeted for the Spring Quarter of 2026 (AprilðMayðJune). 
Based on construction projections, completion is targeted for 18 months after 
groundbreaking. 
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Capital CampaignȱMission Component 
 
1. Ethiopia Partnership 

 
The partnership between Shenandoah Presbytery and Illubabor Bethel Synod was 
established in 1991. Many visitors from both Ethiopia and the US have traveled back 
and forth between Shenandoah and Mettu. In the thirty plus years, Shenandoah 
Presbytery has helped with church and medical clinic construction and financial 
support, construction at the Terfa Jarso Seminary in Mettu, Bible School 
construction, the Gore Home for Children, and supported individual church programs 
and education of pastors and clinic personnel. OPC has partnered with the 
Kolokorma Church to help widows and orphans and provided financial support. An 
OPC family built a kindergarten at Kolokorma and supports scholarships for students 
there, as do others from OPC through Friends of the Gore Home. OPC is the largest 
sponsor of students at the home. The current biggest need as identified is to build a 
dormitory at the Seminary. 

 
 
2. NOROC (New Opportunities for Romanian Orphaned Children) 

 
NOROC's mission since 1997 is to offer opportunities for spiritual, physical, 
educational, and emotional growth so that Romanian orphaned and abandoned 
children may escape cycles of poverty, dependency, and abuse and may become 
independent adults who can nurture meaningful relationships and contribute to their 
communities. NOROC believes that every child deserves a life full of hope, love, and 
the opportunity to thrive. In addition, NOROC is also actively involved in assisting 
and supporting needy children and families dispossessed by the war in Ukraine. 

 
 
3. Bright Futures 

 
How can you expect a child to learn when they are starving? When they haven't 
slept in a bed the night before and are facing homelessness? What child could 
possibly think about learning and proper classroom behavior when they don't know 
where their next meal is coming from? With our help, Bright Futures - Frederick/
Winchester can continue to operate their weekend food pack program, feeding more 
than 1,500 public school kids each week when school meals are unavailable. 
Through your support, they can work directly in our schools to meet emergency 
basic needs, helping more students focus on learning and worry less about survival. 
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4. Family Promise 

 
Family Promise of the Northern Shenandoah Valley, a part of a national network, 
serves families with children who are either experiencing homelessness or are 
unstably housed and at imminent risk of becoming homeless. As of January 1, 2025, 
there were over 350 homeless children in Frederick County and Winchester City 
Schools living doubled-up, in cars, or in motel rooms. Program participants MUST 
have at least one child under the age of 18 living with them. Family Promise accepts 
single females who are pregnant, with or without other children. They also serve 
single moms, single dads, two parent, and grandparent led families. The goal is to 
get these families into a stable and healthy living situation and offer continued 
support. 
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Current Music Ofɤce / Hallway 
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Current Kitchen & Fellowship Hall 

 
 


