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126th Annual Community Thanksgiving Worship 

Kernstown United Methodist Church Opequon Presbyterian Church 
 

Wednesday, November 23, 2022 7:00 p.m. 
 
† All who are able, please stand. Bold print—all respond 

 
WE GATHER WITH GRATEFUL HEARTS 

 
PIANO PRELUDE ............. Celebration on “All Creatures of Our God and King” 

Arranged by Mark Hayes, William Heavner, piano 
ENTRANCE OF THE WORD AND THE LIGHT  
THE CHURCH BELL RINGS 
GREETING AND WELCOME Pastor David Witt 
CELEBRATING OUR SHARED MINISTRY 
 
ORGAN PRELUDE ............................................... Toccata on “Hymn to Joy” 

Arranged by Grimoaldo Macchia, William Heavner, organ 
 

†GATHERING SONG No. 710 .......................................... We Lift Our Voices 
CCLI# 1622560 

We lift our voices; we lift our hands; 
We lift our lives up to you: we are offering. 
Lord, use our voices; Lord, use our hands;  
Lord, use our lives; they are yours: we are an offering. 
All that we have, all that we are, all that we hope to be, 
We give to you, we give to you. 
We lift our voices; we lift our hands; we lift our lives up to you: 
We are an offering; we are offering. 

 

†CALL TO WORSHIP 
Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth. 
Let us offer God thanks and praise. 
Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth. 
To God be honor and glory forever. 
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†HYMN NO. 367 ...................................... Come, Ye Thankful People, Come 
CCLI# 1622560 

Come, ye thankful people, come, raise the song of harvest home;  
all is safely gathered in, ere the winter storms begin.  
God our Maker doth provide, for our wants to be supplied;  
come to God's own temple, come, raise the song of harvest home. 
 

All the world is God's own field, fruit as praise to God we yield;  
wheat and tares together sown are to joy or sorrow grown;  
first the blade and then the ear, then the full corn shall appear;  
Lord of harvest, grant that we, wholesome grain and pure may be. 
  

For the Lord our God shall come and shall take the harvest home;  
from the field shall in that day, all offenses purge away,  
giving angels charge at last in the fire the tares to cast;  
but the fruitful ears to store in the garner evermore.  
 

Even so, Lord, quickly come, bring thy final harvest home;  
gather thou thy people in, free from sorrow, free from sin,  
there, forever purified, in thy presence to abide;  
come, with all thine angels, come, raise the glorious harvest home. 

 

CALL TO CONFESSION 
God’s giving knows no ending. We wander and stray, ignore and deny; 
but God keeps offering mercy and grace. Together, let us seek God’s 
forgiveness. 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Generous God, you give beyond measure, bringing forth 
abundance day by day. We confess our failure to acknowledge 
your goodness.  We confuse our deeds with your gifts. Forgive 
our sins. Grow in us thankful hearts, ready to praise your 
faithfulness. Form in us grateful spirits, quick to trust in your 
gracious care; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 
Moments of Silence 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE  
Rejoice in the Lord always for the Lord is near. With bountiful mercy and 
abiding grace, God greets us with love. This is good news! 
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LITANY OF PARDON 
Friends, believe the Good News of the Gospel 
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven!  

†RESPONSE OF PRAISE No. 658 ........................................ God Is So Good 
God is so good, God is so good, God is so good,  
God’s so good to me. 
 

God cares for me, God cares for me, God cares for me, 
God’s so good to me. 
 

†PASSING OF THE PEACE  
May the peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 

 
WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD WITH GRATEFUL HEARTS 

 
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON:  Deuteronomy 26:1-11 ............. Pew Bible p. 158 
PSALTER READING:  Psalm 100 ........................................ Pew Bible p. 481 
ANTHEM .......................................................... How Majestic Is Your Name 

Combined Choir, Kernstown and Opequon Churches, CCLI# 1622560 
NEW TESTAMENT LESSON:  Luke 20:27-40 ....................... Pew Bible p. 855 
†HYMN No. 821 .............................................................. My Life Flows On 

CCLI# 1622560 
My life flows on in endless song, above earth’s lamentation. 
I hear the clear, though far off hymn, that hails the new creation  
 
Refrain: 
No storm can shake my inmost calm, while to that Rock I’m clinging. 
Since Christ is Lord of heaven and earth, how can I keep from 
singing? 
 

Through all the tumult and the strife, I hear that music ringing; 
It finds an echo in my soul. How can I keep from singing? (Refrain) 
 

What though my joys and comforts die? I know my Savior liveth. 
What though the darkness gather round? Songs in the night he 
giveth. (Refrain) 
 

The peace of Christ makes fresh my heart, a fountain ever-springing! 
All things are mine since I am his! How can I keep from singing? 
(Refrain) 
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SERMON ..................................................... “Dilemmas to be Thankful For” 
The Rev. Gary Heaton 

 
"When tyrants tremble, sick with fear and hear their death-knell ringing 
When friends rejoice both far and near, how can I keep from singing? 
In prison cell and dungeon vile, our thoughts to them are winging 
When friends by shame are undefiled, how can I keep from singing?"   

Words by Peter “Pete” Seeger  
 

 
WE GIVE THANKS WITH GRATEFUL HEARTS 

 
OFFERING OF TITHES AND GIFTS 
OFFERTORY ................................ Reflections on “This Is My Father's World” 

Arranged by Larry Shackley 
 
†THE DOXOLOGY (Hymnal No. 606) AND PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
SHARING THANKS .................................................. “We are Thankful for…” 

Members of Kernstown and Opequon Churches 
 

 
WE RECEIVE AT THE LORD’S TABLE WITH GRATEFUL HEARTS 

 
SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 

Invitation 
The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving (Hymnal, pp. 9-10)  

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. (The prayer continues) 

The Lord’s Prayer (We say “debts” and “debtors” in the Lord’s Prayer.) 
Words of Institution 
Sharing the Bread and Cup 
Communion Prayer 
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WE GO FORTH TO SERVE WITH GRATEFUL HEARTS 
 

†HYMN No. 36 ................................................. For the Fruit of All Creation 
CCLI# 1622560 

For the fruit of all creation, thanks be to God. 
For the gifts to every nation, thanks be to God. 
For the plowing, sowing, reaping, silent growth while we are 
sleeping, 
Future needs in earth’s safe-keeping, thanks be to God. 
 
In the just reward of labor, God’s will be done. 
In the help we give our neighbor, God’s will be done. 
In our world-wide task of caring, for the hungry and despairing, 
In the harvests we are sharing, God’s will be done. 
 

For the harvests of the Spirit, thanks be to God. 
For the good we all inherit, thanks be to God. 
For the wonders that astound us, for the truths that still 
confound us, 
Most of all that love has found us, thanks be to God. 

 
†CHARGE AND BLESSING 
 
†CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE No. 539 ................ We Will Go Out with Joy 

We will go out with joy in the Spirit; we will go out with God. 
We will go out with joy in the Spirit; we will go out with God. 
Alleluia! We will go out with joy. Alleluia! Alleluia!  
 

Now anyone who’s born of the Spirit, sing a new song of joy. 
Now anyone who’s born of the Spirit, sing a new song of joy. 
Alleluia! We will go out with joy. Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
† POSTLUDE 
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WE ARE HONORED BY YOUR PRESENCE 
We welcome you to the annual community Thanksgiving service here in 
Kernstown. This is the 126th consecutive year Kernstown United Methodist 
and Opequon Presbyterian Churches have worshipped together on the 
Wednesday before Thanksgiving. Each of our congregations extends our 
hospitality to you; if you do not have a church home, we hope you will 
consider worshiping and serving with one of our congregations. 
 
WE WELCOME PASTOR HEATON 
Rev. Gary Heaton and his wife Beth live in Waterlick, VA and have 
family in the Winchester area.  Rev. Heaton is a graduate of 
Wesley Theological Seminary and High Point College.  He has 
served in the Virginia Annual Conference of the United Methodist 
Church for nearly 37 years and has pastored churches both large 
and small.  Rev. Heaton brings gifts and a passion for Creation 
Care, civic engagement, singing, and a love of the 
sacraments.  The grandson of a Methodist minister, Rev. Heaton is 
steeped in Wesleyan spirituality and its' emphasis on Lay 
Empowerment.  
 
COMMUNION THIS EVENING  
We will celebrate the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper by coming forward to 
receive our communion kits.  Please move to the left side of your section 
and come forward to the server in front; pick up a communion kit; return to 
your seat by the aisle on the right of your section.  Hold the elements until 
you are invited to partake, that we may all receive communion together. 
 
JOIN US FOR FELLOWSHIP FOLLOWING WORSHIP 
We hope you will stay for a special time of community fellowship at the 
conclusion of worship this evening.  A delectable bounty of treats has been 
organized by Opequon’s Fellowship Ministry Team.  Please join us in the 
Fellowship Hall by way of the elevator or the circular stairway in the 
Gathering Area. 
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WE APPRECIATE THE MANY PARTICIPANTS IN TONIGHT’S 
SERVICE… 
Combined Choir, Susan Homan, Music Director .................. Opequon Church 
William Heavner .......................... Organist & Accompanist, Opequon Church 
Gary Heaton, David R. Witt ............................................................. Pastors 
Pam and Mitch Orndorff ................................................................ Greeters 
Fran Jeffries, Mike Jeffries, Mike Nutry .............................................. Ushers 
Brendan Nutry ................................................................................ Acolyte 
Ray Jones ....................................................................................... Beadle 
Ellen Cunningham, Doris Miller ........................................ Scripture Readers 
Mary Himelright, Lorraine Shelton, Ron Smith ............... Communion Servers 
Laurie Carver, Alycia Campbell ....................................................... Nursery 
Rebekah Witt, Susan Ritter ...................................................... Live Stream 
 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR OFFERING 
Tonight’s offering will support WATTS, the Winchester Area Temporary 
Thermal Shelter of our community.  On November 7th, WATTS began its 
12th season of providing a warm, safe, overnight shelter for our guests 
experiencing homelessness.  The Opequon Church hosts WATTS for one 
week each year, and the Kernstown Church serves as a partner in our 
hosting.  This year, Opequon Church will host WATTS beginning on 
Monday, December 26 and continuing through Monday morning, January 2.  
Thank you for your generosity in support of this much-needed ministry!  
Checks should be made payable to Opequon Presbyterian Church (memo: 
WATTS) and may be mailed to the church at 217 Opequon Church Lane, 
Winchester, VA 22602; you may also give to WATTS through the “Give 
Now” at the church website, opequonchurch.org. 
 
LOOKING AHEAD… 
Kernstown United Methodist Church and Pastor Gary Heaton will host a 
“Prayer Service for Christian Unity” on Wednesday, January 18 at 
11:00 am, with Opequon Presbyterian Church and other congregations 
invited and participating.  Plan to join us! 

 


