
“TAKE 10 - Worship While Away” (Sunday, August 30, 2026) 
Share: 

God created us to begin as small babies. 
We each grow and are transformed from these small beginnings. 
God uses each of us in significant ways and has a plan and purpose for us all. 
May we embrace God's love and work in us, so God's goodness will impact and 
flow to others. 
God offers hope in the transforming power of our lives and faith. 
Give us patience to see greatness from our small beginnings. 

Read these words from a hymn:                    What Is the World Like                         
What is the world like when God's will is done? 

Mustard seeds grow more than we can conceive: 
roots thread the soil; branches reach for the sun. 

This is how God moves us each to believe. 
 

These are the stories that Jesus imparts, 
filled with the Spirit who joins us as one. 

Born through our voices, our hands, and our hearts, 
this is a new world where God's will is done. 

Read this scripture from worship:                                  Exodus 3:1-15, The Message 
1-2 Moses was shepherding the flock of Jethro, his father-in-law, the priest of Midian. He 
led the flock to the west end of the wilderness and came to the mountain of God, Horeb. 
The angel of God appeared to him in flames of fire blazing out of the middle of a bush. 
He looked. The bush was blazing away but it didn’t burn up. 
3 Moses said, “What’s going on here? I can’t believe this! Amazing! Why doesn’t the 
bush burn up?” 
4 God saw that he had stopped to look. God called to him from out of the bush, “Moses! 
Moses!” 
He said, “Yes? I’m right here!” 
5 God said, “Don’t come any closer. Remove your sandals from your feet. You’re 
standing on holy ground.” 
6 Then he said, “I am the God of your father: The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, the 
God of Jacob.” Moses hid his face, afraid to look at God. 
7-8 God said, “I’ve taken a good, long look at the affliction of my people in Egypt. I’ve 
heard their cries for deliverance from their slave masters; I know all about their pain. 
And now I have come down to help them, pry them loose from the grip of Egypt, get 
them out of that country and bring them to a good land with wide-open spaces, a land 
lush with milk and honey, the land of the Canaanite, the Hittite, the Amorite, the 
Perizzite, the Hivite, and the Jebusite. 
9-10 “The Israelite cry for help has come to me, and I’ve seen for myself how cruelly 
they’re being treated by the Egyptians. It’s time for you to go back: I’m sending you to 
Pharaoh to bring my people, the People of Israel, out of Egypt.” 
11 Moses answered God, “But why me? What makes you think that I could ever go to 
Pharaoh and lead the children of Israel out of Egypt?” 



12 “I’ll be with you,” God said. “And this will be the proof that I am the one who sent you: 
When you have brought my people out of Egypt, you will worship God right here at this 
very mountain.” 
13 Then Moses said to God, “Suppose I go to the People of Israel and I tell them, ‘The 
God of your fathers sent me to you’; and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ What do I tell 
them?” 
14 God said to Moses, “I-AM-WHO-I-AM. Tell the People of Israel, ‘I-AM sent me to 
you.’” 15 God continued with Moses: “This is what you’re to say to the Israelites: ‘God, 
the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob 
sent me to you.’ This has always been my name, and this is how I always will be known. 

Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52, The Message 
31-32 Another story. “God’s kingdom is like an acorn that a farmer plants. It is quite 
small as seeds go, but in the course of years it grows into a huge oak tree, and eagles 
build nests in it.” 
33 Another story. “God’s kingdom is like yeast that a woman works into the dough for 
dozens of loaves of barley bread—and waits while the dough rises.” 
44“God’s kingdom is like a treasure hidden in a field for years and then accidentally 
found by a trespasser. The finder is ecstatic—what a find!—and proceeds to sell 
everything he owns to raise money and buy that field. 
45-46 “Or, God’s kingdom is like a jewel merchant on the hunt for exquisite pearls. 
Finding one that is flawless, he immediately sells everything and buys it. 
47-50 “Or, God’s kingdom is like a fishnet cast into the sea, catching all kinds of fish. 
When it is full, it is hauled onto the beach. The good fish are picked out and put in a tub; 
those unfit to eat are thrown away. That’s how it will be when the curtain comes down 
on history. The angels will come and cull the bad fish and throw them in the garbage. 
There will be a lot of desperate complaining, but it won’t do any good.” 
51 Jesus asked, “Are you starting to get a handle on all this?” 
They answered, “Yes.” 
52 He said, “Then you see how every student well-trained in God’s kingdom is like the 
owner of a general store who can put his hands on anything you need, old or new, 
exactly when you need it.” 
 
Talk Together: 
 What do you imagine when you hear the parables of mustard seed, yeast, 

treasure, pearl, and fishnet? 
 What lesson does Jesus want to teach us through these stories? 
 How have you felt like the small mustard seed in the story? 
 What are some small things that are really important? 
 What can one tiny seed do? 
 What happens if no one plants that seed? 

 
Pray together: 
God who makes marvelous things, through your stories, we can understand our world 
and your kingdom better, and for that we are grateful. Help us to be patient as our faith 
grows bigger and deeper, bringing us closer to you. Through Christ our Savior. Amen. 


